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political goals. For example, he was behind 
the 1974 school children massacre in Israel’s 
northern town of Ma’alot. Ultimately he was 
unwilling or incapable to lay to rest the Pal-
estinian case and cause, assuming the nor-
malcy of civil life that his own people might 
be rehabilitated and build the political, eco-
nomic and social infrastructure necessary 
for the emergence of their democratic soci-
ety and a viable state that would not threat-
en Israel nor Jordan from which his trouble-
some cohorts were evicted by the late King 
Hussein in ‘‘Black September’’ of 1970. Un-
like the likes of South African Nelson 
Mandela who knew how to leave and live 
with a painful past, charting a new course 
for the sake of his people, Arafat would not 
shed his ubiquitous military uniform and the 
old persona of violent defiance. He thus al-
lowed the terrorist within him to win over 
the peacemaker he triumphantly became for 
a brief time following his ‘‘resurrection’’ by 
Israel from obscure exile in Tunisia. How sad 
that the honor of the 1994 Nobel Peace Prize 
could not keep him in check. 

Admittedly, I was among those who ap-
plauded Arafat when he and his peace part-
ner, Yitzchak Rabin of blessed memory, 
shook hands in the South Lawn of the White 
House on that bright day of promise in Sep-
tember 1993. I wanted to believe that Arafat, 
whose hands were stained with the blood of 
so many of my brethren, could rise to the 
precious opportunity to redeem himself and 
restore dignity to his people while bringing 
peace to a beleaguered Israel. 

At this new crossroads of the post-Arafat 
era, will the Palestinian Authority wisely 
reach out to refashion itself sans the oppres-
sive, conflict-ridden and corrupt style of its 
deceased leader, allowing its permanent 
neighbor Israel to be a blessing to her? 
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INTRODUCTION OF TEA LU (H.R. 3) 
HIGHWAY, TRANSIT AND HIGH-
WAY SAFETY AUTHORIZATION 
BILL 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 14, 2005 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, on 
February 9, 2005, I introduced H.R. 3, the 
Transportation Equity Act: a Legacy for Users, 
TEA LU. This is a 6-year authorization of Fed-
eral highway, transit and highway safety pro-
grams. These programs are all currently oper-
ating under an extension since the Transpor-
tation Equity Act for the 21st Century, TEA 21, 
expired on September 30, 2003. The current 
extension—which is the sixth extension of 
these programs—will expire on May 31, 2005. 
We must pass this bill and successfully com-
plete conference with the Senate before the 
Memorial Day recess begins. We must get this 
job done. American jobs and the continuing 
growth of the U.S. economy directly depend 
on the successful enactment of this authoriza-
tion. 

On February 7, 2005, President Bush intro-
duced his fiscal year 2006 budget. I was 
pleased that the budget includes an updated 
reauthorization proposal funding Federal high-
way, transit and highway safety programs at 
$283.9 billion over 6 years in guaranteed fund-
ing. This is a $28 billion increase above the 
proposal introduced by the administration 2 
years ago, and I applaud the administration’s 
recognition of the pressing needs of America’s 
highways and transit systems in this higher 

number. The bill I introduced also funds the 
same programs at $283.9 billion in guaranteed 
funding over 6 years, 2004 through 2009. I 
strongly believe that we have a much better 
chance of moving this legislation quickly in the 
109th Congress, now that we are working with 
the same top line funding level that the Presi-
dent has endorsed. 

The other reason that this $283.9 billion 
guaranteed funding level may sound familiar is 
that it was the total 6-year guaranteed funding 
level that was under discussion in last year’s 
conference negotiations. I am committed to 
getting back to conference as fast as possible. 

There are no major policy changes between 
this bill and last year’s authorization bill, which 
passed the House by a vote of 357 to 65 on 
April 2, 2004. The policies in H.R. 3 represent 
months of intense negotiations within the com-
mittee, with other House Members, and with 
stakeholder organizations. 

I will work closely with the leadership, the 
Ways and Means Committee chairman, and 
the chairman of the Budget Committee as we 
further refine this bill and prepare for com-
mittee markup and floor passage. I urge the 
House membership’s strong support of TEA 
LU, particularly since we now have the admin-
istration’s endorsement of the total funding 
level. 

Let’s get this job done, so that our Nation’s 
commerce can move quickly and efficiently, 
commuters can get to work faster and easier, 
waste less gas sitting in traffic, and spend 
more time with their families. States, commu-
nities, workers and industries around the 
country are waiting for us to act on this reau-
thorization. Let’s get it done. 
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REAL ID ACT OF 2005 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursady, February 10, 2005 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 418) to establish 
and rapidly implement regulations for State 
driver’s license and identification document 
security standards, to prevent terrorists 
from abusing the asylum laws of the United 
States, to unify terrorism-related grounds 
for inadmissibility and removal, and to en-
sure expeditious construction of the San 
Diego border fence. 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Chairman, with the pas-
sage of H.R. 418, The REAL ID Act of 2005, 
on Thursday, February 10, 2005, we took a 
much-needed step in ensuring that we do not 
have repeat terrorist attacks similar to those 
witnessed on September 11, 2001. This bill, at 
a minimal, will make certain that individuals 
who attempt to board planes will have to pro-
vide proof that they are who they claim to be. 

While I believe that this is a positive, I do 
remain concerned over the usurping of what 
has historically been a right authorized to the 
States. I will continue to diligently work with 
the State of Nevada to guarantee that there 
remains limited infringement by the Federal 
Government on their right to legislate. 

Further, Mr. Chairman, I offer my assistance 
to the State of Nevada in securing any grant 
funding that will be helpful in easing the bur-
den that the State may incur during the period 
that it seeks to comply with the law. 

Mr. Chairman, while I appreciate the 
House’s action on this important bill, I want to 
remind my colleagues that it is vital that we 
continue to take a close examination of any 
piece of legislation that comes before our 
chamber that may infringe on rights guaran-
teed to the States. 
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ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 14, 2005 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the centennial of Rotary Inter-
national. On February 23, 1905, four Chicago 
businessmen, Paul Harris, Silvester Schiele, 
Gustavus Loehr and Hiram Shorey, formed 
the first Rotary Club, which they hoped would 
foster fellowship and community service. 
Three years after the first Rotary Club was es-
tablished, the second club was founded in San 
Francisco. Rotary now has a presence in 165 
countries around the world. 

Guided by the principle of ‘‘service above 
self,’’ Rotary has devised a four way test for 
its members. Rotarians ask of the things they 
say or do: Is it the truth, is it fair to all con-
cerned, will it build good will and better friend-
ships and will it be beneficial to all concerned. 
Rotarians perform all actions regardless of po-
litical affiliation or ethnicity. 

Our distinguished colleague the Honorable 
Thomas P. ‘‘Tip’’ O’Neill was widely known for 
his friendly admonition that all politics is local. 
This is true for Rotary whose global reach be-
gins at the local level. In 1985, local Rotary 
Club members pledged to stamp out polio with 
the PolioPlus campaign. Since then, Rotarians 
have raised hundreds of millions of dollars to 
vaccinate people all over the world with the 
goal of eliminating polio by the end of this 
year. Rotary International is also playing an 
active role in responding to the tsunami and 
earthquake victims in South and Southeast 
Asia. I am proud to announce that Rotary Dis-
trict 5150, of which my Congressional District 
is part of, has responded by donating over 
$50,000 to the relief effort in the month fol-
lowing the disaster. Rotary District 5150 has 
set a noble goal to raise $250,000 for tsunami 
relief, and is also attempting to establish a 
‘‘Rotary village’’ of permanent dwellings in Sri 
Lanka. 

The Rotary Club is also the largest privately 
funded source of international scholarships. 
Each year, over 1,100 university students re-
ceive some $26 million in scholarships for the 
Rotary Ambassador Scholarship. Since its in-
ception in 1947, over 30,000 extraordinary 
men and women from over 100 nations have 
benefited from the Rotary Ambassador Schol-
arship and have used such a wonderful oppor-
tunity to promote global understanding and 
solidarity. Each year, Rotary District 5150 con-
tributes to this deserving program by sending 
an exceptional student abroad with an Ambas-
sador Scholarship. It is through these gen-
erous grants and other scholarships, that the 
Rotary empowers a new generation of lead-
ers, furthers peace in the global community 
and upholds service as the highest of ideals. 

Mr. Speaker, because Rotary International 
recognizes the importance of a global 
worldview, it has recently launched Rotary 
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Centers for International Studies at eight pres-
tigious universities worldwide. These Rotary 
Centers offer graduate degrees in peace and 
conflict studies to a group of 70 Rotary World 
Peace Scholars chosen annually in a world-
wide competitive selection process. 

As well as supporting higher education, Ro-
tary is fighting illiteracy worldwide. Of par-
ticular note is Rotary’s literacy program in 
Thailand. Lighthouses for Literacy, has proven 
so successful that the Thai government has 
adopted Rotary’s method fighting mass illit-
eracy. 

Mr. Speaker, Rotary has grown exponen-
tially from the humble beginnings of 4 men 
working to foster fellowship and community 
service, to a multinational organization of 1.2 
million men and women who belong to more 
than 29,600 clubs worldwide. At home and 
abroad, Rotary International members are 
bringing positive change to their communities; 
I applaud their many efforts to strengthen our 
social fabric. 

I would like to extend special congratula-
tions to the clubs in Rotary District 5150, 
which encompasses much of the Bay Area. 
Many of these clubs are located in my Con-
gressional District. I have had the pleasure to 
meet with many members of District 5150 and 
count Rotarians as my friends. It is a great 
honor for me today to recognize their many 
services of goodwill to their communities and 
celebrate this important milestone. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in congratulating Rotary 
International on their centennial anniversary. 
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CONGENITAL HEART DEFECTS 
(CHD) 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 14, 2005 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today because February brings to mind a time 
of year dedicated to hearts in the form of 
chocolates, cards, candies and sweet 
mementoes. Very little attention, however, is 
given to the health and the condition of the ac-
tual heart these candies and mementoes sym-
bolize: the human heart of a loved one. It is 
imperative that we pause during this season to 
recognize the importance of cardiac health in 
our children, families, and loved ones. 

There are nearly one million adults and chil-
dren living with Congenital Heart Defects 
(CHD) in the United States alone, and his 
number continues to rise as nearly 40,000 
children are diagnosed each year. Despite 
these figures, very little recognition is given to 
the victims and families of those suffering from 
CHD. Many of the children born with CHD are 
not diagnosed until days or even months after 
birth. This lack of detection endangers those 
who live without knowledge of their illness. 

Among the many infants affected, the symp-
toms drastically range in severity and medical 
costs. Some children are barely affected by 
their defect, requiring nothing more than occa-
sional monitoring. However, there are also 
families placed under the heavy emotional and 
financial burden of a severe heart defect that 
requires lifelong medical attention. The cost of 
multiple open heart surgeries, drugs, and 
raised insurance premiums becomes a special 
problem for low income families. Numerous or-

ganizations provide these families with support 
and financial aid to protect their loved ones, 
but these groups are only able to help a small 
percentage of people due to the lack of na-
tional recognition of CHD. 

Raising a national consciousness about the 
defects and their effects will provide hope and 
comfort for those who have struggled with 
heart defects. Jeanne Imperati, the loving 
mother of a child with a heart defect, had the 
foresight in 1999 to begin a campaign focused 
on spreading awareness through a Congenital 
Heart Defects Awareness Day on February 
14. On a day already dedicated to hearts, it is 
a simple and meaningful endeavor to remind 
the nation of this worthwhile cause. More at-
tention can be given to the regularity of the 
defects and research about their possible 
cause. Creating a network of informed people 
throughout the nation is a simple way to pro-
vide support for survivors and their families. 

While we go about the tradition of honoring 
loved ones this Valentine’s Day, let’s also give 
our support to those affected by Congenital 
Heart Defects and their cause. Awareness is 
the first step toward saving lives and pro-
tecting those whom we love. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 14, 2005 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, on Thursday, February 10, 2005, I 
was unavoidably detained due to a prior obli-
gation. 

I request that the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
reflect that had I been present and voting, I 
would have voted as follows: 

(1) Rollcall No. 31: ‘‘No’’ (Final Passage of 
H.R. 418); (2) Rollcall No. 30: ‘‘Yes’’ (Motion 
to Recommit H.R. 418); (3) Rollcall No. 29: 
‘‘Yes’’ (Farr amendment to H.R. 418) (4) Roll-
call No. 28: ‘‘Yes’’ (Nadler amendment to H.R. 
418). 
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LEGISLATION IN SUPPORT OF 
DESIGNATION AND GOALS OF 
HIRE-A-VETERAN WEEK 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 14, 2005 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, as our Nation hon-
ors and supports the ongoing efforts of our 
troops in Iraq and prays for the safety of all of 
our uniformed men and women still in the 
Gulf, Afghanistan, and elsewhere, now is also 
an opportune time for Congress to do more to 
help our Nation’s new and old veterans in 
need. To this end, I am joined by my distin-
guished colleague, U.S. Representative HENRY 
BROWN, in introducing bipartisan legislation to 
urge the establishment of a ‘‘National Hire-A- 
Veteran Week.’’ Our legislation also urges a 
presidential proclamation calling upon employ-
ers, labor organizations, veterans’ service or-
ganizations, and Federal, State, and local gov-
ernmental agencies to employ more veterans. 

In spite of the best efforts of the U.S. De-
partments of Defense, Labor, and Veterans 

Affairs, imposing barriers continue to impede 
many deserving veterans from securing em-
ployment and achieving self-sufficiency. Just 
this week, I read a disturbing article by Alex-
andra Marks that appeared in the Christian 
Science Monitor and is entitled ‘‘Back From 
Iraq—And Suddenly Out On The Streets.’’ It 
should alert all of us to the grim reality that 
veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan conflicts 
are now showing up in our Nation’s homeless 
shelters. I submit this article for entry into the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD at the conclusion of 
my statement. 

Sadly, many veterans struggle to find jobs, 
even with some opportunities for increased 
training and education offered through govern-
ment programs. Little more than half of our 
Nation’s veterans are employed today Accord-
ing to the 2000 census, for example, nearly 20 
percent of Gulf War veterans are unemployed. 

Moreover, it is troubling and shameful that 
so many of our veterans who risked their own 
lives in support of our country can’t find jobs 
and must endure homelessness and lives of 
poverty after they return home. Indeed, Amer-
ican veterans comprise one-third of the home-
less male population in America; while an esti-
mated 250,000 veterans live on our city 
streets. In fact, the number of homeless Viet-
nam War veterans today exceeds the number 
of service persons who died during that war. 

Mr. Speaker, even as we tend to the well- 
being of our men and women currently on ac-
tive duty, we cannot forget those who have al-
ready served their country and deserve more 
assistance in moving to the next phase of their 
civilian lives. A presidential proclamation of 
‘‘National Hire-A-Veteran Week’’ would provide 
an effective and more focused way to do more 
to help all of our veterans find good jobs and 
ensure better living standards for themselves 
and their families. I hope that all of my col-
leagues will support this legislation and will 
take one more step to help repay the debt we 
owe to all of our Nation’s defenders. I also 
hope it can be promptly enacted and signed 
into law during this session of Congress. 
[From the Christian Science Monitor, Feb. 8, 

2005] 
BACK FROM IRAQ—AND SUDDENLY OUT ON 

THE STREETS 
(By Alexandra Marks) 

NEW YORK.—Veterans of the Iraq and Af-
ghanistan conflicts are now showing up in 
the nation’s homeless shelters. 

While the numbers are still small, they’re 
steadily rising, and raising alarms in both 
the homeless and veterans’ communities. 
The concern is that these returning vet-
erans—some of whom can’t find jobs after 
leaving the military, others of whom are 
still struggling psychologically with the 
war—may be just the beginning of an influx 
of new veterans in need. Currently, there are 
150,000 troops in Iraq and 16,000 in Afghani-
stan. More than 130,000 have already served 
and returned home. 

So far, dozens of them, like Herold Noel, a 
married father of three, have found them-
selves sleeping on the streets, on friends’ 
couches, or in their cars within weeks of re-
turning home. Two years ago, Black Vet-
erans for Social Justice (BVSJ) in the bor-
ough of Brooklyn, saw only a handful of re-
cent returnees. Now the group is aiding more 
than 100 Iraq veterans, 30 of whom are home-
less. 

‘‘It’s horrible to put your life on the line 
and then come back home to nothing, that’s 
what I came home to: nothing. I didn’t know 
where to go or where to turn,’’ says Mr. Noel. 
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